
 

A crime is committed 

against you. 

You report the crime 

to the police. 

You decide not to report 

the crime to the police. 

The police investigate the 

crime. 

You may be eligible for 

financial assistance. 

There are services available 

to assist you. 

The suspect is under age 18 

and there is sufficient 

evidence for an arrest. 

The suspect is age 18 or over 

and there is sufficient 

evidence for an arrest. 

There is no suspect or there 

is insufficient evidence for an 

arrest. 

The suspect is 

arrested. 

The suspect goes 

through the bail 

process. 

You will be given the 

opportunity to provide a Victim 

Impact Statement 

The suspect is 

prosecuted by the 

District Attorney’s 

office. 

You may be called as 

a witness. 

An overview of the 

courts in 

Pennsylvania 

The accused enters a 

plea. 

The accused is found 

guilty. 

The accused is found 

not guilty. 

The sentencing 

hearing is held. 

The guilty person is 

sent to jail. 

The guilty person is 

placed on probation. 

The offender is 

released. 

The guilty person 

appeals the sentence. 

The offender is 

eligible for Post-

Sentencing release 
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Offender Notification. 

(R) 

(R)   (R) 

(R) 
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     (R) 
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     (R) 
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